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understanding. But it is perhajfe a better excuse, that I should
have said nothing about it had not ill-health and the moil
unceasing necessity rendered the chance of a return more than
usually a matter of anxiety in my own case. But it is of great
importance to me to know to what extent I may write, as well
as on the matter of subjedts, and I should be glad to have the
pleasure of seeing you."

An invitation to dine in Hertford Street caused poor
Hunt acute embarrassment. He writes with charming
confusion to explain that, whereas he would brave the
shame of his inability to take soup or fish or to drink
wine, he has no evening clothes nor time to get them,
unless the dinner be postponed for a week. One can
only hope that Bulwer told him not to dress. In any
event the friendship continued; and in AuguSt 1833,
in the laSt letter from Hunt preserved among the
Knebworth papers, is a moving expression of gratitude
for all that has been done for Hunt by Bulwer's " noble
pen."

The Story of Leigh Hunt's share in the career of

Bulwer's New Monthly has been told rather fully, not

only because it illustrates the sustained generosity with

which Bulwer, when he determined to help one less

fortunate than himself, contrived to do so, but also as

evidence of the Standard of quality which he desired

his paper to maintain.    Evidence of Steady helpfulness

toward obscure or unfortunate individuals shows itself

throughout Bulwer's life, and examples will be given

as intermittently they arise.    For the moment the

other aspedt of his editorial activity calls for notice;

and a summary of the more important features of the

paper as it was while under his control will show his

conception of suitable periodical material, and indicate

the new friends which, by one means or another, he

acquired during his term of office.

In July 1832 was published the firSt instalment of